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SERMON XXXII. 
* Prove all thing; hold fast that which is good.” 1st Thess. 5. 21. 





An opinion extensively prevails, that, in the present life, men are “ Proba- 
tioners for eternity ;’’ and that as they conduct well orill in this “ probation- 
ary state,’ they will be happy or miserable in the life to come. 

In the investigation of this doctrine, we shal] not attempt a particular exa- 
mination of every text of scripture alleged by its advocates in its support.— 
Such an examination would exceed the bounds of a single discourse. We 
choose rather to examine the doctrine on general principles. 

An advocate for this doctrine has contended for its truth in the following 
words :— 

“ That the present is a state of probation, appears from these considera- 
tions ; mankind are here appointed to form their characters ; they are fur- 
nished with all necessary means for doing so ; their characters are actually 
passing through various changes, from good to bad, and from bad to good, 
as well as constantly exhibiting degrees of progress, both in virtue and vice ; 
while the mixture of good and evil in them, together with a striking oprres 
pondence in the dispensations of Providence toward them, clearly indicate a 
state of probation, and not of retribution.”’—wScott’s 1st Letter to Whitte- 
more.—Uni. Mag. vol. 8. p. 93. 

The whole force of this article, so far as we can understand it, lies inthese 
two particulars ; that men are placed here to form characters ; and that they 
do actually form different characters. 

Let these two particulars be admitted ; what evidence do they afford that 
the doctrine of probation is true? Let us examine. 

How does the fact that men are placed here to form characters, prove that 
they are on probation for another state of existence? By comparing this 
fact with others of like nature, we may discover its true force in relation to 
our subject. Weare placed here to improve our mental faculties ; but dees 
this fact prove that we are on probation, or that we shall be eternally happy 
or miserable, according to the degree of our improvement? We are placed 
here to labour for our subsistence; we are commanded by our creator to 
labour; but does this fact prove that we are on probation, or that our happi- 
ness or misery after death, will be proportionate to our diligence ? 

No one believes that our eternal welfare is suspended on such conditions. 
But if the simple fact, that God has placed us here to perform any given ac- 
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tion, prove e that we are on probation, the cases we have name od prove the 
point as conclusively as any other which can be mentioned. But if this 
factalone do not prove that we are probationers, then our being placed here to 
form characters does not prove it. It is therefore useless to contend for the 
doctrine on this ground alone. 

But it is said that men form different characters, some good, and some 
bad. Suppose they do; does this fact afford sufficient evidence that the» are 
on probation? Men also make different degrees of improvement of their 
mental faculties ; but who can imagine this fact to prove a state of probation ? 
They also conduct differently in regard to the command enjoining labour; 
for while some are faithful and industrious, others are negligent and indolent ; 
but will this prove that we are on probation? Butif the single fact that we 
conduct diflerently in regard to duties, which God has placed before us here 
to perform, prove that we are on probation, then the cases we have named 
afford proof. But if this fact alone do not prove the point, then our forming 
different characters does not prove it. 

Again: it is urged that there is a difference between the cases supposed, 
and that mentioned in the argument under consideration ; because our hap- 
piness or misery very much depends on the characters we may form; a virtu- 
ous character condneing to happiness, and a vicious character to mise rv.— 

2ut does not our happiness or misery depend, in some degree, on other 
things, besides our forming characters? Does not the man who eare fully 
improves his mental faculties, enjoy more happiness, and of a more refined 
nature, thi in he, who, through sloth or indolence, remains inc omparatiy e ig- 
norance ? Does not he who labours diligently, reap the fruit of his labour, 
and enjoy many of the comforts of life, which the slothful enjoysnot? We 
see then that these things conduce to happiness or misery, as the case may 
be; but does this fact prove that we are on probation for another life? If 
not, neither does the simple fact, that our happiness or misery depends on 
the characte rs we may form. 

Viewing this subject in any possible light, we cannot discover how the 
facts that we are placed here to form characters, and that we do form differ- 
ent characters, productive of happiness or misery, prove that we are on 
probation ; for the same facts exist in the other cases we have named, to 
wit, the improvement of our mental faculties, and ihe procurement of sus- 
tenance by labour; and no man has ever attempted to prove the doctrine of 
probation by these facts. But if these facts, in regard to these duties, do not 
prove the doctrine, wecannot perceive how the same facts, in regard to the 
forming of characters can prove it. 

Sut there are other considerations which serve to show that the doctrine 
of probation 1s not true. 

This doctrine evidently implies salvation by works. He that doeth 
well, shall be saved; he that doeth ill, shall be damned. It is the very es- 
sence of this doctrine. that we are to receive * eternal life,”’ as the reward of 
our virtue. But the scriptures declare that “ eternal life is the gift of God.” 
If it be a gift, it surely cannot be a reward. The scripture therefore stands 
opposed to this doctrine. 

2. The scriptures distinctly declare that this blessing is not bestowed as the 
reward of works. ‘* By grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of 
yourselves, it is the giftof God: not of works, lest any man should boast.’ 
How can this be reconciled with the doctrine of probation ? 
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5. This doctrine may be proved false, by the fact that it is utterly useless. 
It is admitted on all hands that God never acts without an object ; and that 
he never does that which might just as well remain undone. But what object 
could he have in placing us in a state of probation? Is it said that he has 
done it, that he might know what characters we would form, and what re- 
ward we might deserve? This would imply a lack of knowledge in God ; 
for if he did not know, before he created us, what characters we would form. 
he did not know all things, and was not infinite in knowledge. But his 
knowledge is admitted to be infinite ; then he knew all things, and among 
other things, what characters we would form; consequently, he could not 
have placed us ina state of probation to ascertain this fact. 

Is it said it was necessary for the glory of God, and the highest good of 
ihe universe, that some should be endlessly miserable, while the remainder 
should enjoy the presence of God ; and that therefore it was proper to place 
mankind in a state of probation, that, by forming characters, they might se- 
verally deserve the reward which awaited them ? 

If by this it be intended that a state of probation was necessary to show 
which ought to be saved, and which ought to be damned, the remarks already 
made are a sufficient reply. Because, as God could gain no additional in- 
formation thereby, such procedure would by useless; and he does not do that 
which might just as well remain undone. But if it be intended, simply that 
he placed | us in sucha state, in order that we mght deserve the salvation or 
damnation he had before determined te render to us—then we say the propo- 
sition involves a contradiction in terms. Probation implies uncertainty in 
the mind of him who requires it ; he requires it, that he may be able to as- 
certain facts not yet known. A man wishes to be employed by you. You 
say to him that he may commence labour, and if you find him a suitable per- 
son, you will give him employment. This man is on probation. It is a 
trial or examination, for the ascertainment of the fact, whether he be a suit- 
able person. But why do you place him on probation? Because you are 
as yet uncertain what is his real character. Asin this case, so in every oth-: 
er, probation implies uncertainty in the mind of him requiring it. But it is 
admitted that such uncertainty does not exist in God. He fully knows what 
will be the character of every one. His only object is to make them deserve 
different treatment. But this is not probation ; because there is no uncer- 
tainty in the case. Whatever else our present state may be called, it can not 
be called a state of probation, so long as it is admitted that God foresees the 
result. This would involve a contradiction ; because, as before mentioned, 
probation implies uncertainty, and it is admittted that this uncertainty does 
not exist in God. On the whole, we conclude that this doctrine being use- 
less, it is not entitled to belief. 

This doctrine stands opposed to the justice of God. He has declared 
in his word, that he will render toevery man “ a just recompense of reward,”’ 
for all his deeds, whether good or bad. But this doctrine teaches that men 
are not sufficiently rewarded in this life ; but the reward will be rendered 
after death. Some will then be infinitely happy, and others infinitely misera- 
ble? « 

Now if a man be not punished for his vices in this life, and have such a 
degree of virtue as to be entitled to infinite happiness in the next, how is the 
justice of God exercised? That justice requires the punishment of all ini- 
quity ; but this man escapes punishment altogether. 
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Again: if man be not rewarded for his virtues in this lite, and have So 
many vices that he is made infinitely miserable in the next, how is the justice 
vf God exercised? ‘That justice requires that all virtue be rewarded ; but 
this man loses his reward entirely. 

Let the subject be viewed in another light. The justice of God is impar- 
tial in its operations. But the advocates of the doctrine of probation tell us, 
that if a mau’s character be good at the time of his death, he sliall be saved : 
if bad, he shail be damned. 

Suppose a man to live sixty years ; his character is bad ; he has habitually 

committed iniquity ; very few virtues redeem his character from utier vile- 
ness. At the close of his career, he commits murder in cold blood. He is 
apprehended, convicted, and condemned to die. In the short interval! of 
iwo or three weeks, he is converted ; he becomesa Christian ; and so far as 
possible, forms a good character. He is hung ; and, according to the opi 
niou of * probationers,’ goes directly toa state of infinite happiness. He es- 
capes all punishment, except that he is hung for the murder. 

Again : suppose another man to live sixty years ; his character is good : 
le has habitually practised virtue, and avoided vice. At length be becomes 
unfortunate ; he loses his property; in the moment of severe suffering and 
vexation of mind, he raises the cup to his lips, falsely imagining it will afford 
his reitef; he becomes intoxicated ; quarrels with his neighbour ; stabs him 
io tre hears; and the same instant, before he has one moment for reflection 
or sepentance, is struck down dead by lightning. He goes to hell, and suf- 
fers iufinite misery, because his character at the hour of his death is bad.— 
lie has not been rewarded for his virtues in this life, and never will be, in 
the next. 

Do you discover the exercise of impartial justice in such procedure! One 
twain escapes the punishment of all his sins, committed in sixty years, and is 
made infinitely happy for forming as good a character as possible between his 
condemuation and execution ; the other loses the reward of practising vir- 
iue for sixty years, (on the supposition that men are ‘not rewarded in this life,) 
and is made infinitely miserable, for the last few hours of his life, his charac- 
ter is bad. ‘he one, who has through his whole life been forming a bad 
character, but just before his death reforms, is made happy; while he, who 
has speut his whole life in forming a good character, but stumbles at the 
close, is made miserable. [s this impartial justice? Is this rendering to 
every men according to his deeds? Add to this the consideration, that God, 
by the free exercise of his grace, changed the heart of the vile sinner at the 
eleventh hour, and made him an heir of glory; while he suffered the virtu- 
ous man to fall into temptation and transgression, and instead of exercising 
grace in his behalf, instantaneously struck him dead, and thrust him into 
hell—and then say whether such procedure appears like impartial justice. 

5. This doctrine stands opposed to the mercy of God. It teaches that 
God from eternity, certainly knew, if he did not determine, that many will 
form bad characters, and sufler endless misery. Did God then create men 
of free choice, or by constraint? No one will pretend that he was com- 
peiled to create men. The scripture declares that he created all things*for 
his pleasure ; consequently it was a matter of choice, not of necessity. 

But would a God infinite in goodness and mercy, create men of his own 
free choice, and subject them to a state of probation, in which he knew they 
would fall into sin, and suffer infinite torments as the consequence ? Is it an 
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act of mercy to bestow existence under such TT, tha it intolerable 
inisery must be encured, when no necessity exists for such procedure? Yea, 
when it is equally easy to bestow it in sQcii a manner as to insure perfect 
happiness to its possessor ? 

Add to this, the fact that God cannot be disappointed in his designs ; that 
he not only saw the result, but also designed it ; and then say whethe: it be an 
act of mercy to give existence, designing to. make the possessor sfinitely 
miserable. It must come to this in the end. The will of God will be ac- 
complished; and if any shall endure misery without end, it is because God 
chooses it. Let the subject then be viewed in its proper light. Let those 
who believe in the doctrine of probation, show us how it is consistent with 
the mercy of God to place men in such a situation that he knows they must 
sinand perisn. Let them reconcile, if they can, the mercy of Ged with his 
hestowment of existence, intending that it should prove an everlasting curse 
to its possessor. Until they do this; until they prove that theirdoctiine does 
not represent the God of grace as entirely destitute of mercy—let them not 
ask us to believe we are now on probation, forming characters for heaven or 
for hell. 





SERMON XXXIII. 


“Ifthe Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.”—1 Kings, 18: 2, 


There is a kind of moral indecision among men, which is detrimental to 
the cause of Christ. A thousand causes unite to produce it, and to such an 
alarming degree does it prevail, that much useful talent les buried in the 
field, which, if put to some use, might produce much voed to mankind. The 
fear of man, the love of popularity, the prejudices of education, together 
with many other things conspire to render us insensible, if not indifferent, to 
tho.e great concerns, which alone are worthy of our attention. Although 
the spirit of inquiry has gone abroad into the earth, and thous ands are search- 
ing to see if these things be so, yeta large proportion of cur population, are 
virtually saying, yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep !’’ Much of this evil will be charged to the account of those 
who endeavor to prevent investigation ; ‘ your souls are in da inger,’’ says 
one—* certain pernicious doctrines are inculcated in our land— heresy threat- 
ens to undermine the foundations of our holy religion—schisris are creeping 
into the sanctuary of God—you must not read—y ou must not hear—let ther 
alone, | pray you!” Now why allthis ? Let candour decide : says another, 
‘our religion is popular, and if you cannot conscientiously subscribe to it 
in every instance, you had be tter unite with us, and share the honors, priv- 
ileges and profits of our church ;"’—says another, “keep your real views a 
secret, asi publicly avow the doctrines of our church and we will take you 
into our arms and call you blessed ;”’ says another, “it can make but litle 
difference in the end, what faith we embrace, providing we doas well as we 
*__ond says another, “ it matters little or nothing what a man’s relicion 
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is, if he is fully persuaded in his own mind of its correctness. 

,ut this age may well be denominated the age of inquiry. The great 
matter of difference between truth and error is freely discussed. and men of 
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talents, piety, and learning, are taking sides. One great party tenaciously 
hold the opinion, that God will curse to all eternity a great proportion of his 
offspring ; while another party, the minority, maintain, that the God of Isra- 
e! will save, with an everlasting salvation from sin, all the ends of the earth. 

These doctrines are as opposite to each other as light and darkness.—The 

God of one party is as essentially different from that of the other, as the im- 
age of Baal was from the God of ancient [srael. Now both of these theories 
cannot be true. One, of necessity, is absolutely and emphatically false. Is 
it ef little or no consequence, then, which of these two doctrines we adopt? 
{s error as valuable as truth if we honestly believe it? No. Our religious o- 
pinions will ever have an eflect upon our conduct in life. We cannot avoid 
being governed in a great measure by the doctrines we embrace. And if we 
declare, in order to avoid censure from either party, that we have no fixed 
principles of religion, the confession will not screen us from reproof. For 
to have no fixed religious opinions, is to have no principles at all. 

Hence, then, | apply my text in view of this subject—considering the im- 
portance of the religion of Christ—its salutary eflects on society—its comforts 
—its joys—its rewards—its punishments and its glories;—when | contrast 
all this with its opposite, the pains—the woes—the fears—the torments of 
error, and consider that one is the religion of God, and the other that of the 
adversary, I am led to exclaim *if the Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal, 
then follow him.’ 

But perhaps the reader is ready to rejoin, “if your doctrine is true it will 

catch me at last, and I will not trouble myself about the matter.” But will 
this excuse answer for the bed of sickness, pain and death? Will a reflection 
that you have not taken a sufficient interest in this great subject to pay it any 
attention, allay your fears and console your feelings i in the trying hour? Ifso, 
he quiet and avoid an inquiry into the subject.” But unless you are assured, 
that ignorance of God, inattention to religion, anda disregard of its require- 
ments, will sustain you in times of trouble; be persuaded to satisfy your mind 
before the evil day cometh. Examine this subject for yourself, and “if the 
Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him.” 


SERMON XXXIV. 


“ This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.—1 Tim. 1: 5. 


[ will take it for granted, that all intelligent and candid persons wili admit, 
that a proposition affirms something ; and that the thing affirmed is either 
true or false. Paul’s proposition, which stands at the head of my present 
eogitations, not only affirms something, but affirms it in a very remarkable 
nanner. Paul not only affirms that which he says to be faithful, or true, but 
te adds, with peculiar emphasis, that it is “ worthy of all acceptation.”’ 

The prominent truth affirmed by Paul, as worthy of all acceptation is, 
that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”” Mankind are 
agreed that Christ Jesus came into the world ; but the design of his coming 
has been a fruitful subject of contention. | have been in the practice of ad- 
mitting or receiving Paul’s testimony, in preference to the philosophy of mo- 
dern wise men. T[amof opinion that Paul has given evidence both of his 
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ability and integrity, above the pretensions of any theological disputant of a 
subsequent date. 

The universality of the redemption through Christ, in contradistinction to 
the dogmas of Calvin, is a truth which harmonizes equally with scripture and 
reason. All men are sinners—* Christ came into the world to save sinners,” 
therefore Christ came to save all men. The doctrine which teaches the sal- 
vation of sinners, 1s regarded by some men as a damnable doctrine. ‘These 
sticklers for the damnation or endless misery of sinners, are willing to extend 
the redemtion through Christ, only to good people. Good people, and they 

only, shall be saved ; so, Paul, you may go about your business of tent ma- 
king, as your theology is now superseded by the philosophy of modern theo- 
logists. As it is possible that some honest inquirers after truth, who will be 
so old fashioned as to prefer the testimony of Paul, and other inspired wri- 
ters, aa read these remarks, I will, for the benefit of such, attempt to ilus- 
trate and enforce the truth taught by Paul. 

The salvation of good men from a Hell of endless suffering, is the cream 
of modern orthodoxy. The salvation of sinners from their sins, is the doc- 
trine taught by Christ and his apostles, Good 'men stand in no greater need 
of salvation from sin, than a man in health does of a physician. The si:mple 
truth of the gospel of Christ is suited to the condition of man. Man is a 
sinner. Sin is a mental disease ; a moral malady; and the heart is despe- 
rately wicked, that is, sick. Christ isthe physician ; aid the remedy for the 
disease is truth. The more desperate the disease, the greater need of a 
physician ; and the field for the display of his skill and ability must be in 
proportion to the inveteracy of the diseases of his patients. 

Modern orthodoxy represents Christ, the physician for the soul of man, 
very much in the same light, as to skill and merit, of some ef the doctors 
whoin a kind providence, for unknown purposes, has permitted to operate 
physically and fatally on the bodies of their fellows. The spiritual remedies 
administered by the orthodox, will either kill or cure! If the medicine ope- 
rates favourably, the patient is cured of his liability to go to hell. If unfa- 
vovr bly, his condition is tenfold worse than if he never heaid a preacher. 
Every sermon, say they, (and sermons are spiritual! pills.) unimproved, will 
sink the party deeper in Hell. So is the case wiih the other doctors ; that is 
with some of them. If their medicines are unpropitionsly administered, and 
unimproved by the stubborn body, and unyielding disease of the patient, he is 
the sooner, if not the deeper, sunk in his grave. IL will enter my pretest 
against modern orthodoxy, alias Calvinisin, Hopkinsiani ism, and Arminianism, 
in all its forms. 

Mankind are desperately sick. Christ came to save them from their sick- 
ness. The name of the disease is sin. ‘The remedy which is applied is 
truth. Reader, you are one of these patients ; your disease Is sin; and 
Christ is your physician. What tink you, is your physician able to effect a 
cure? Is the remedy the best ? that is, is it infallible? Can you.be so in- 
fatuated as to be in love with your disease, the cause of ail your pain, and de- 
sire to perpetuate it ? When a man is sick of a fever, and expresses a de- 
sire to retain his disease, to be clear of his physician, and refuses all reme- 
dies, he must be pronounced crazy ; and the physician must exert his ability 
to conquer the disease, or acknowledge himself defeated. 

Christ, the spiritual phy sician, has declared that the * Father hath given 
him power over all flesh.” Our divine Physician, therefore, can boast of a 
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diploma from a higher source than medical colleges! His power over aj 
flesh, will conquer all diseases proceeding from the flesh. We are instruet- 
ed, that that which is born (or produced) of the flesh, is flesh ; and that 
which is born of the spirit is spirit. The disease which afflicts mankind 
grows in the flesh. Christ alone has power over all flesh, and can cure the 
diseased. Sin is an indigenous plant, as much so of the flesh, as the oak of 
the American forests. ‘ Christ came into the world to save sinners.”’ The 
father has * given him power over all flesh.’ The flesh makes sinners. The 
physician has a universal panacea. ‘The sick, however, do not believe this, 
Some of them say, The physician has come to cure the well; | must cure my- 
self, and then the physician will save me! ‘lhe deception is thus carried on, 
and the poor sick people are told, that the physician will hate them for being 
sick, and will neglect the most kelpless, and attach himself mostly to those 
who are in health, and have no need of his assistance. 

{t is a blessed thing for poor blind man, that truth will be truth, in spite of 
lim. The patient may rave in his delirium ; and his foolish attendants may 
‘orment him with their ignorant endeavours ; notwithstanding, the physician 
is able to cure, and he will, in proper time, apply his sovereign remedy. 

i believe I may add, that insanity is not so obstinate in any disease, as in 


sn; and that it is very general throughout Christendom. PAULUS. 
OBO. 


PUNISHMENT. 


“ Quick as the thunder foliows the lightning, if it were possible,’ says Dr. 
Rush, in one of his Medical Inquiries, “ should punishment follow the crime.”’ 
Philosophers have agreed, that the certainty of punishment has more influ- 
ence to deter a bad man from the practice of miquity, than its threatened 
duration and severity. Those who threaten punishment, eternal punishment 
in another world, for crimes committed in this, marvel very much that their 
preaching does not have more effect to prevent sin than it has ; but let them 
know, that in proportion as they remove the threatened chastisement from the 
time and place in which the sin is committed, in the same proportion they 
remove the fears of the transgressor, and they would no longer marvel at 
their want of success in reforming bad men. Present considerations always 
do, and always will, operate with the most force upon the minds of men.— 
Let them be told that they shall not be punished for their sins, until they enter 
another state of existence—and especially that they may even escape that 
punishment, by repenting any time before they die—and in nine hundred and 
ninety-nine cases out of a thousand they will run the risk of gratifying thew 
sinful propensities. Who has not found this to be the fact? Who, that has 
been a careful observer of the conduct of men, will not bear witness to 
its truth? And yet, how often are we told that endless misery, rather than 
temporal punishments, should be preached up as the consequence of violating 
the divine law. in order to secure the peace, repose and well-being of 
society ! 

, Chr. Int. 
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DEDICATIONS. 

On Wednesday the 9th of Sept. the 
church lately erected by the first Universal- 
jst society in Hingham, Mass. was dedicated 
to the worship of the One only living and 
true God. Services as follows: Voluntary 
from the choir. 
Rey. H. Ballou, 2d of Roxbury. Introduc- 
tory prayer, by Rev. S. Cobb, of Malden. | 
Dedicatory prayer, by Rev. S. Streeter, of | 
Boston. Sermon, by Rev. H. Ballou, of 
Boston. John 4: 24. Concluding prayer, 
by Rev. R. Streeter, of Watertown. 

The new Universalist church at Marlbo- 
rough, Mass. was dedicated on the same 


Reading thescriptures, by 





day. Introductory prayer, by Rev. 8. 
Streeter, of Boston. Dedicatory prayer, 
by Rev. R. Streeter, of Watertown. Ser- 
mon by R. Streeter, from Ps. 10: 2. 16.— 
Concluding prayer by Rev. H. Ballou of 
Boston. 

On Thursday, Aug. 18th, the new Uni- 
versalist chapel in Livermore, Me. was de- 
dicated. Reading the scriptures, by Rev. 
G. Bates, of Livermore. Introductory 
prayer, by Rev. Wm. Thompson,of Farm- 
Dedicatory prayer, by Rev. B. B. 
Murray, of Norway. Sermon, by Rey. W. 
A.Drew, of Augusta. Concluding prayer, 
by Rev. Mr. Merrill, of N. Gloucester. 


ington. 





UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATIONS. 

The Old Colony Association met at Ply- 
mouth, Mass.on Wednesday morning, Sept. 
2d. Br. R. L. Killam was chosen Modera- 
tor,and Br. James H. Bugbee, Clerk. Dis- 
courses were delivered on the occasion, by 
Brs. Pickering and Whittemore. Circular 
by Br. Killam. 





The Quarterly Conference of the Provi- 





on the 19th and 20th of August. Six dis- 
courses were delivered on the occasion. 


The York,Cumberland and Oxford Asso- 
ciation met at Fryeburg, Me. Sept. 8th.— 
Rev. Fayette Mace was chosen moderator, 
and Rev. A. Merrill, Clerk. 
ses were preached, Circular by Br. Mer- 
rill. 

The Franklin Association met at Town- 
shend, Vt. Sept. 9th. Rev. W. Skinner 
was chosen Moderator, and Rev. W. 8, 
Balch, Clerk. Brs. Williamson, Ward, Bell, 
and Skinner, preached ontheoccason. Let- 
ter of Fellowship was granted to T. J 
Sawyer, of Winchester, N. H. and ordina- 
tion conferred upon Rev. I. D. Williamson, 
of Jaffrey, N. H. Circular by Br. W. 8S. 
Balch. 

The Chenango Association held a meet- 
ing at South New Berlin, N. Y. Aug. 26th. 
Rev. N. Sracy was chosen Moderator, and 
Rev. D. Skinner, Clerk. Six discourses 
were delivered on the occasion, by Brs. 


Four discour- 


Adams, Potter, Doolittle, Jones, Skinner 
and Stacy. Circular by Br. Doolittle. 


The Minutes of the General Convention 
will be published as soon as they are recei- 
ved. 


NEW-YORK EVENING JOURNAL. 

This valuable paper has lately been pur- 
chased by R. P. Busu, Ese. and has been 
greatly improved and enlarged. 
lished daily, at the very low price of six 
dollars per annum. From the very able 
manner in which it has been conducted 
while under the control of Mr. Bush, we 
hesitate not to say it will beone of themost 
valuable journals in the city. 


It is pub- 





THE DIFFERENCE. 

The apostle, when speaking of the things 
that are made, says, “ For thy pleasure 
they are and were created.” Our oppo- 
nents declare that a great portion of them 
were created for the pleasure of the Evil 


One. 
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PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 


Extract of a letter from Br. W. 8. Balch, 
dated, 
Winchester, N. H. Sept. 23. 
Dear Sirn,—Thecause of truth progress- 
es rapidly in this region. New societies 
are springing up in almost every town.— 
On the 3d inst. I preached a lecture in Put- 
ney, Vt. A society of fifty-three members 
was formed. The sabbath before, a society 
was formed at Guilford, (where I preach 
once a month,) under the most flattering 
prospects. In Newfane the cause of Uni- 
versal Benevolence continues to prosper.— 
In Dover, a convenient house is nearly 
completed, one third of which belongs to 


Universalists. 
W.S. B. 


New-York, Sept. 17th, 1829. 


Br. Fisk,—Having lately travelled 
through a portion of the eastern country, I 
had opportunity to remark the wonderful 
progress of liberal christianity in that re- 
gion, and especially of the doctrine of God’s 
free grace. Truly we may say, in the lan- 
guage of the inspired writer, the wilderness 
and the solitary place shall be glad, and the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom like the 
rose. In Maine, New Hampshire and Ver- 
mont, innumerable small societies are 
springing up, which, though weak at pre- 
sent, are fast increasing in numbers, and 
will, ere long, become powerful and flour- 
ishing. In Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
are many large and powerful societies. In 
some places in Connecticut there are 
professors of the doctrine, who are anxious- 
ly desiring to hear the word of truth dis- 
pensed to them, and who desire that any 
ministering brethren travelling that way, 
would call and preach withthem. This is 
particularly true of Abington, Ashford, Nor- 
wich, Hampton, and Woodstock. If such 
be the spread of liberal christianity in the 
Eastern States, what a glorious propect is 
open to those who are engaged in dissemi- 


nating the truth among the people! What 





es, 


great incitements are there to “ labour and 
suffer reproach,” in imitation of the great 
apostle of the Gentiles. The clouds of 
superstition and bigotry seem to be fast 
fleeing away before the powerful beams of 
the glorious sun of righteousness ; and the 
time will soon arrive, when the emancipa- 
tion of the human mind from the shackles 
of intellectual thraldom, will rejoice all 

hearts, and animate all faces. 

I am, dear sir, yours in 
christian fellowship, 
JOHN F. MYERS. 
-* OBO<-- 

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
We are informed that it is the 


will and good pleasure of God, to gather 
Will not all 


creature.” 


together all things in Christ. 
then be new creatures ? 





“Asin Aaam ALL die, even so in Christ 
shall ALL be made alive.” Will any die 


an endless death after this? 





When death and hell, after having deli- 
vered up their dead, shall be cast into a 
lake of fire, to be utterly consumed, where 
will another death and hell be found? 


+» @@Be.«:.- 
ORTHODOXY! 


A Rey. Clergyman of Brooklyn, a few 
weeks since, made, in the pulpit, the fol- 
lowing expression—* Jenovau has in store 
a vast and inexhaustible armory, from 
whence are drawn those arrows which 
shall drink up the soul’s life-blood, through- 
out immortality!!!" * * # * * ee FF 


There’s Gospel [alias Good News] for 
you! ! !—ComMunicaTepb. 


+» @@e« - 


The “Visiter and Telegraph” would 
have been attended to at an earlier date, 
but for Mr. Thomas’ prolonged stay at 


Philadelphia. 


DELINQUENT SUBSCRIBERS. 

Those s:bscribers who do not pay until 
the close of the year, will in all cases be 
charged one dollar and fifty cents 


jon oo ‘bee 0 Oe 
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VISITER AND TELEGRAPH. 


The Editor of this paper, in an article 
intended as a reply to our remarks in No. 
18, felicitates himself on what he terms our 
puerile argument. Alluding to the writer 
hereof, he has the most condescending ci- 
vility to say—‘*He uses more decent lan- 
guage than is common to partisans of his 
He is entitled to much credit for his 


sect. 
decency.” Of whom is this acknowledg- 
ed? “Telit it not in Gath !”—that a holy 


Christian (Isaiah 65—5:) should give an 


| infidel (as he believes)—an apostate from 


the most wholesome, heavenly, and Chris- 
jan doctrine of eternal damnation—credit 
for decency! I thought this commodity, 
(as well as piety,) was monopolized (in 
their own opinion.) by John Calvin’s most 
holy disciples. It seems, however, by the 
acknowledgment of the Visiter, that a he- 
retic—an infidel—whose writings, where 
he is known, “ have little influence, except 
over the most vicious and ignorant,”—has 
some decency !!—of course he is not fotally 
depraved! And thisacknowledgment. too, 
respecting a writer who ‘defends the cause 
which the serpent preached in Eden !”— 
Most humiliating condescension! 

A word, by the way, as to the preaching 
of the serpent—* Ye shall not surely die.” 
This Visiter to the garden of Eden has ma- 
ny devout followers. “Hear, O ye godly 
followers of Calvin! ye holy adherents of 
the Genevan Reformer! To you are these 
privileges given. Go on in iniquity—enjoy 
the sweets and pleasures of sin, which grow 
m the hot bed of vice—* Ye shall not sure- 
ly die,"—-for ye are God's elect! Defraud 
the widow and the fatherless—oppress the 
hireling in his wages—pillage for a liveli- 
hood—dip your hands in blood to satiate 
revenge—‘ Ye shall not surely die,—ye 
shall escape all the penalty of the law—for 
ye are God’s elect! Go on, most holy and 
favoured saints—imitate your great proto- 
type, who, in zeal for the cause of heaven, 
roasted that infidel, Michael Servetus !— 
‘Yeshall not surely die,—-for ye are God's 
elect!” This is the doctrine of the serpent! 
itis the doctrine of election and reproba- 
tion, as taught by John Calvin. Univer- 
salists deny the possibility of escaping the 
penalty of the law of God. 

And now for our logic. The Visiter 
“opposes [we quote,| the avowed infidelity 
of the Reformer.” Whatis that infidelity? 
if a manly and determined opposition to 
“unwarrantable priestly influence,” and to 
Bible, Tract and Missionary Societies, as 
the means of uniting Church and State, be 
infidelity. then the Editor of the Reformer 








is an avowed infidel. The Editor of the 
Visiter opposes the opposition of the Refor- 
mer. How? By advocating Bible, Tract, 
and Missionary Societies. But for what 
purpose? Does he wish to see Church and 
State united? He says not. Would he 
deprecate such an union? His article ap- 
pears to imply that he would. What dif- 
ference, then, is there between his infideli- 
ty and that of the Reformer? Merely this: 
The latter is avowedly opposed tothese soci- 
eties—not as such—but because he believes 
they are made the engine of “ unwarranta- 
ble priestly influence,” to establish a nation- 
alreligion. The former professes to advo- 
cate those societies, as the means of en- 
lightening mankind. Wherein dothey dif- 
fer? They are both favourable to the os- 
tensible object of Bible and other societies—— 
and the ‘avowed infidelity of the Reformer’ 
consists in opposing the perversion of that 
object, believing, as its Editor does, that the 
propagators thereof “indeed outwardly ap- 
pear righteous unto men, but within they 
are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” 

It behooves the Editor of the Visiter to 
state explicitly what he believes to consti- 
tute ‘the avowed infidelity of the Reform- 
er.’ It behooves him, as an honest man, to 
cease his denunciations, until he can point 
out one single article in the Reformer, which 
savours the least of infidelity. We assert, 
from personal knowledge, that Theophilus 
R. Gates professes a firm and unwavering 
belief in the Christian religion—that his 
practice proves him to be in reality what he 
professes—and that although no sectarian, 
he is not only friendly to, but zealously en- 
gaged in disseminating the principles of 
‘ pure and undefiled religion.’ He is more 
extensively known, perhaps, thar the Edi- 
tor of the Visiter is aware—for during eight 
or ten years he was travelling and proclaim- 
ing ‘the gospel of the grace of God,” with- 
out receiving, or hoping for any pecuniary 
reward. We again call on the Editor of 
the Visiter to state explicitly in what the 
‘infidelity of the Reformer,’ (or its Editor) 
consists. 

True, he opposes priestcraft—he opposes 
the interference of church with state, or 
state with church—he asserts, (as we do,) 
that the leaders of self-styled Orthodoxy 
have perverted the ostensible object of Bi- 
ble and other societies—using them as a 
screen for sinister designs. This the Editor 
of the Visiter terms a “stale slander.” — 


t Perhaps this constitutes him an infidel— 
for Dr. Fly says, ‘If they are of no religious 
denomination, they belong to the party of in- 
fidels.”’ 
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It will be seen by a reference to our Min- 
utes, that two public labourers in the vine. 
yard of our Redeemer received letters of 
Fallowship, and that another was solemnly 


He would fain refer us to the professions of 
the Presbyterian clergy for proof thereof. 
But what care we for profession? The 
midnight assassin may smile while he stabs 
you to the heart. Actions speak louder | ordained to the work of the ministry, as an 
than words. Look at the American Bible | Evangelist. We trust that you will, with 
Society. They have begged and extorted us, feel great interest in the amiable indiyi- 
immense sums of money from the commu- | dual who was the subject of this latter ser- 
nity. They eave wrung the hard hand of | vice. He is thefirst ministering member of 
poverte—they have begged from the widow | the connexion, who is able to bear the mes. 
and the fatheriess that which should have | sage of impartial grace and baundless sal. 
procured them bread. And for w'ai pur- | vation, to the German population of Ame- 
pose? ‘To print Bioles for gratuitous dis- | rica, with the prospect of success, 

tribution! Now look at their last report—| <A very iimited acquaintance with them. 
Total receipts, $143.184.33. They printed | will satisfy any inquirer that their prejudi- 
200.122bo0ks. Sold 191.974, for $73.622.8%, | ces in favour of their native language, con- 
and gave away—yes, Gave Away! 8.148! | stitute one of the most prominent obstacles 
Of this number, 500 contained only the | to the knowledge of Universal Salvation, 








gospel by Matthew, and 417, only the gos- 
pel by Luke! This is a profitable way of 
giving Bibles to the poor! To what pur- 
pose is the bounty of the public applied? 
Why, forsooth, to support those who are 
pious, according to the standard of ortho- 


doxy—to send forth missionaries to propa- | 


gate the very benevolent doctrine of eter- 
nal damnation; and, Delilah-like, to lull 
the people into a false security, that they 
may the more easily be rendered subserv- 
ient to the views of an ambitious and aspi- 
ring priesthood! 

To what purpose has the Rev. Dr. Ely 
proposed a “Christian party in polities ’”’ 
“ The Presbyterians alene could bring half 
a million into the fied.” To what end ?— 
To elect “sound Presbyterian” rulers. 
Are ye blind? Isall thisa ‘stale slander’ 
is it infidelity to doubt the word of a sound 
orthodox divine? 

It is high time for the people to arise and 
shake themselves from the dust. Let them 
see this matter. 


vil freedom—surrunder ourrights,and con- 
sent to be the subjects of mental thraldom: 
Forbid it, Almighty God!—A. C. T. 


-_—f>— 
CIPCULAR LETTER. 


The New-York and Philadelphia Associa- 
tion of Universalists, to all of like pre- | 
cious faith, tenders Christian salutation. | 


Breeruren,—The association which 
addresses you, assembled on Philadelphia 
on the first Wednesday in Sept. under very 
encouraging prospects. A greater number 
attended the session than was anticipated. 
The reporrs from various quarters were cal- 
culated to awaken the warmest gratitude; 
and the business of the council was trans- 
acted with unanimity and in love, 


Le 


Shal! we who “are born | 
free and equal,”—shall we who boast of ci- | 


This obstruction is now forever removed, 
Mr. Myers isa German. His entire fami 
| liarity with the language, habits, and preju- 
dices of that people. together with the re- 
| putation for integrity in which he is held 
by them, eminently qualify him to be the 
successful progagator of the truth among 
| them. , 


In the appointment of a Committee of 
Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, the 
association felt some delicacy——first, as be- 
ing the youngest branch of the great fami 
ly of Tniversalists in America—and se- 
condly, on account nf the previous designa- 
tion of a number of gentlemen to those du- 
ties, at a meeting of liberal Christians in 
the city of New-York, prior to the 4th of 
July last. But understanding that the pre- 
vious committee would not attend upon the 
duties assigned them—and apprehending 
that such an appointment might be over- 
looked hy older councils, in the attainment 
of other important objects, the measure 
was adopted, with the hope that it may 
meet the general approbation of the order, 
The great object of the appointment is to 
open a direct communication with Germa- 
ny in particular, that the believers in Uni- 
versal Salvatiod :n that country may be in- 
formed of the progress of that doctrine in 











' America—while we may derive encourage- 


ment from the knowledge of their success. 

There is a most perfect correspondence 
in the means employed.and the end attain- 
ed, as far as those meanshave been applied 


for the promotion of liberal christianity, 


both in Germany, and inthe United States, 
And while there is something to admire in 
the circumstance.that without concert. and 
even without the knowledge of the move- 
ments of each other, the same general 
course has heen pursed, there is the great- 
est reason to believe that it is the only cer- 
tain means of success, 
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The great majority of Christian worship- | neither Christ nor his apostles used any ef- 
gers have for ages delighted to contemplate | forts to establish any new doctrine relatin ¢ 


p 
an 


wodigies—to speculate on inconsistencies, | to this subject. The great point laboured 

d to believe in mysteries. While thus by the aposties, was the death and resurrec- 

engaged. they have yielded the most un- | tion of Christ; and on this they predicated 
L--] - = m, 


galified assent to systems the most absurd, a generai resurrection; and this is the gos- 
gerely because they were generally unin- | pel, the good news, the glad tidings, which 
illigivle. At the same time, the comtort- they preached—seemingly taking it for 
ible hope of immortality gave place to the | granted, that this of itself would be receiv- 


gost tormenting fears of interminable and 


ed as such, if believed at all. But on the 


indescribable :nisery. | ground of endless punishment, it would be 
The labours and efforts of those who | the worst of ali possible news. 


ive propagated the doctrine of Universal | 


The whole design of Christ's mission 


sivation, have been directed to the promo- | seems to have been, not to make that true, 
jon of 2 spirit of calm and dispassionate | which was not true before; but to teach 
nquiry—to bring down the mind from its | mankind the welcome truth that God is the 
jsionary flights, to asystem of useful real- | Father of the whole human family; to de- 


ty—and tohold up the religion of the gos- 
wi not only as beautiful in prospect, bat as 
the great good, which is lovely in practice, 
ind whose rewards are of present applica- 
jon, So far as these efforts have been suc- 
essful, reason has inspired an understand- 
ye faith, and virtue crowned the lite of the 
gofessor with charity and peace, 
By Order. 


8. R. SMITH. 


we = 


In perusing the writings of the apostles, 
ome cannot avoid the conclusion, that among 
ihe Christians of their day there was but 


clare to them his placability, and thus re- 


concile man to his maker; and also by his 


death and subsequent resurrection, to give 
the strongest possible evidence of the cer- 
tainty of a future existence. To reconcile 
an angry God to man, and to save sinners 
from merited punishment,instead of saving 
them from mvrifing, punishment, is rather 
modern gospel. 

The preaching of the gospel, strictly so 
called, seems to have been the grand object 
with the aposties, in all their journeyings : 
and in every address to those who had not 
received the gospel—the fact that Jesus is 
the Christ—that he has arisen from the 
dead, and that hence remission of sins is 


ue sentiment respecting the extent of the | preached to all,is the grand theme. In their 
alyation of the gospel. Had this been a | epistles to their fellow Christians, these 


isputed point, as at the present day, I can- 
wt believe that those writers would not 
lave been more explicit, either in asserting 
theendless duration of punishment, or in 
oving the failacy of such a doctrine.— 
They appear to have taken it for granted, | 
at those to whom they wrote needed not | 
be set right in this respect, and that they 
lieved as the writers did. Indeed these 
witers do not seemto have anticipated any 
lsagreement among Christians on this 
joint, at any subsequent period. Paul in- 
deed speaks of “taking vengeance on them 
that know not God,” &¢.—but as he uses 
the phraseology of Christ, Mark i3: 26, 
re must conclude that he spokeof thesame 
vent; aneventthenclose at hand, and now 
lmg past. In his first epistle to the Corin- 





thians, 15th chap. also 1 Thess. 4: 13--17, 


wis evidently speaking of an event still | 


points are not, and need not be urged. Ex- 
hortations to piety and a godly life were 
here more to the purpose; and here they 
are found. To some of those to whom 
Paul wrote, he found occasion to resort to 
lus proofs of a general resurrection, either 
for the benefit of those to whom he wrote, 
or, (as is more probable.) to furnish them 
with arguments against their opponents.— 
At all events, those for whom they were 
written could not have believed in endless 
punishinent, if they were doubtful of, or 
did not believe in, a general! resurrection. 
Now would not so faithful and fearless a 
preacher as Paul, while setting them right 
on one point, have given some distant hint 


| atleast, on a point of infinitely greater im- 


portance? For it is infinitely more impor- 
tant for me to know whether I am to be 
eternally happy, or eternally miserable, than 


fiture, namely, the general resurrection; |to know whether Iam simply to exist or 
jut in neither of these passages isthere any | not. This view of the subject seems with 
illusion to punishment of any description | me to settle the question forever. 


extent. Now to settle the question of 
tidless punishment at ouce, we have only 
loascertain what was the prevailing senti- 


S. HAMMOND. 





Some account of our second visit to 


ment at the time; for it is evident that | Princeton, will probeblv be given inournext. 
| : 
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Lerrers to Rev. Jorn, Hawes, author of 


‘Reasons for not believing in the doc- 

trine of Universal Salvation, in a series 

of Letters to a Friend,” lately published 

in the Tract form by the American Tract 

Society. pp. 60. 

LETTER V. 

Rev. Sir, 

| had thought of passing in silence over 
your three pages of criticisins on the words 
everlasting, torever, &c.; because, what- 
ever your remarks amount to, you still ad- 
mit ail that the Universalists ever deman- 
ded, viz.—* that those terms are sometimes 


used to signify limited duration.” (p. 16.) 
It is a curious but manitest fact, that a- 


midst all the clamor about everlasting, for- | 


ever, &c., there never has, in reality, been 
the least dispute on the usage of those 
words, between the Universalists and their 
opponents. Both were here agreed; the 
orthodox always acknowledging “that 
those terms are sometimes used to signify 
a limited duration,” and that, of course, 
they are not, of themselves, proof of end- 
less continuance. Aiter this admission, 
their next step has generaily been to quote 
some text in which “everlasting punish- 


ment” or “everlasting destruction,” occurs, | 
urging it as overwhelming proof of endless | 


misery! The Universalists, half impatient, 
would remind them of their admission; 
and they would again reply, “there is no 


question but those terms are sometimes us- | 


ed to signify a limited duration,” and then 
quote, as usual, “the smoke of their tor- 


ment ascendeth up for ever,” in proof of | 


endless misery! This, | aver, is a fair de- 
scription of the ridiculous contest about 


those words; and though such a course of 


argumentation cannot have been very con- 
vineing, it is certain that nothing could be 
more discouraging, nor indeed more dis- 
gusting. 

I shall, however, so far digress from the 


great subject of our correspondence, as to | 


follow youthrough your critical remarks 
upon those oft repeated words: “1. These 
terms,” say you, “do, in their original and 
propersense, denote duration withoutend.” 
(p. 16.) Idoubt it; nor will their etymol- 
ogy, on which you rely, authorize a stron- 
ger definition than continued existence, in- 
stead of infinite existence. But you add, 
that the ancient Greek writers understood 
them to meanduration withoutend. They 


, did, indeed, sometimes use them in this 
| sense ; and sometimes, again, in a limited 
sense. On this point, there is one fact whic) 
is certainly worthy of notice: several of 
the christian fathers who wrote in the 
Greek language during the second, thipy 
and fourth centuries, maintained the doc. 
| trine of Universal Salvation ; yet they free- 
_ly and habitually applied the terms in ques- 
| tion to the subject of punishment, withoyt 
any explanation, such as our modern pre- 
possessions would have made necessary in 
order to prevent mistake. This shews that 
the ancient Greek fathers never suspected 
that those terms would, of themselves, con- 
vey the notion of endless duration, when 
| applied to punishment. And this conely. 
sion is confirmed by another fact, viz. that 
those Greek fathers who on the contrary 
did not believe in Universal Salvation, and 
who began at length zealously to oppos 
that doctrine, never quoted the terms now 
in question, against their opponents, but 
resorted to other arguments. I[ speak ot 
the most ancient Greek christians; those 
who lived before the end of the fifth centy- 
‘ry. After all, the important inquiry is, 
' not what was the efymologica! definition of 
| these terms, but what was the scripture 
usage of them. Here, there is no dispute; 
here, you confess they were sometimes 
applied to the hills and mountains, some- 
times to the duration of the present life, as 
well as, at other times, to subjects of end- 
less being. Can you now follow the exam- 
ple of your predecessors, and quote the 
words “everlasting fire,” Xc. as proof a- 
gainst Universalism? 

But you tell me, “2. Christ and the A- 
postles, if they meant to be understood, 
|} must have used the terms in question ac- 
cording to their knewn and established sig- 
nification at the time they spoke and wrote, 
Now, Josephus informs us that the Jews 
in our Saviour’s time, especially the Es- 
senes and the Pharisees, two leading sects 
among them, held the doctrine of the end- 
less punishment of the wicked.” And 
therefore, you think, they must have un- 
derstood Christ to teach their own doctrine. 
when they heard him say, “everlasting 
punishment,” (p. 17.) This does not fol- 
low; for all of those Jews were acquainted 
with the Old Testament usage of the terms, 
and would naturally understand his mean- 
ing according to that, not according to their 
own traditions; which they knew he ve- 
hemently condemned, and which, by the 
by, was the only proof they alleged for 
their doctrine of future torment. Besides, 
it does not appear from Josephus that the 
Pharisees used the terms in question to ex- 
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ress their views; but rather, that they 
employed other termst for the purpose. 

«3. Inthe Bible, the word everlasting is 
applied,” you say, “ to the future happiness 
of the righteous, an¢ the future misery of 
the wicked in the same connexion,” in 
Matt. xxv. 46; where Christ says, “ These 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, | 
but the righteous into lite eternal.” (p. 18.) 
So unceremoniously do you assert that 
Christ spoke of tuture happiness and future 
misery, in the very passage which he him- 
self took the utmost care to affirm should 
be fulfilled in his own generation! When 
you quote me a text that seems at all to 
the purpose, I will att nd to you; but I do 
not like to be trifled with. 

“4, The terms everlasting, forever, and 
the like,” you say, “are uniformly used in 
the scriptures to denote the longest possible 
duration, of which the subject to which 
they are applied is capable. (p. 18.) 1 
have seen this statement before; and have 
long known it to be false. The land of 
Canaan is often said to be given to the seed 
of Abraham for an “everlasting possession ;”” 
yet that everlasting possession ceased, ages 
ago, notwithstanding that both the subjects, 
viz. the land itself, and the descendants of 
Abraham, were capable of a much longer 
duration; as we happen to know, from | 
their having actually endured to the pre- 
sent time. So likewise, when Jonah re- 
mained in the depths of the sea, though it 
was only for three days and three nights, 
he says * the earth with her bars was about 
me for ever.” Here the term, for ever, 
denotes about seventy hours; though the 
subjects to which it was applied, viz. the 
earth and Jonah, had a much longer dura- 
tion. Other instances might be adduced 
against your ruleso gravely stated; a rule 
for which, however, you do not pretend to 
bring any authority. 

5. Lastly, you say, “the manner in 
which the words, translated for ever and 
everlasting, are used in the New Testa- 
ment,” makes it **certain” that the suffer- 
ings of the wicked will be eternal. (p. 18.) 
Why? Because, those words are more fre- 
quently applied to the glory, perfection, 
government and praise of God, than to 
punishment. Allowing this to be the case 
(though you have not here stated the facts 
correctly,) yet I do not see how this cir- 
cumstance makes it “ certain” that punish- 








t This is, indeed, a point, of little conse- | 
quence ; but I suspect that Josephus uses the | 
terms, aidion eirgmon, aidion timorian, &c. | 
instead of aionion kolasin, aionion pur, &c. | 
I have not a Greek edition of Josephus at hand ; 
but only a few extracts 


ment will beendless. [beg your attention, 
while | sum up, in few words, the whole 
subject of the scripture usage of the terms: 
they are “applied to the rituals of the cer- 
emonial law, to the Jewish possession of 
the land of Canaan, to the mountains—in 
short, to such things as all believe to be 
only temporary, more than seventy times; 
and but about a dozen times to the subject 
of suffering in all the Bible. With this fact 
before him, no honest man will ever urge 
the force of those indefinite words against 
the gospel preached to Abraham, and spo- 
ken by all God's holy prophets since the 
world began.” 
(To be Continued.) 





THE UNIVERSALIST PREACHER, 

Consisting of sermons principally ex- 
the 
monthly in New-York, at the very low 
The vo- 


tracted from Herald, is published 
price of Fifty Cents per annuni, 
lume will contain upwards of Thirty Ser- 
mons. Those who forward Five Dollars, 


will receive eleven copies. 
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PROPOSAL, 


BY T. FISK, 

For publishing by subscription, in the city 
of New York, a Treatise on Divine Gov- 
ernment, by Dr. Southwood Smith, from 
the fourth London edition. 

This work is too well known to the 
American public to need any recommenda- 
tion. It will be printed on good paper, 
with new type. The volume will contain 
from three to four hundred pages, 12mo, 
and will be afforded at $1 bound. Agents 
who forward five dollars, will receive six 


copies. The work will be put to press im 
mediately. Depositaries will be establish- 


ed in all the principal towns in the coun- 
try. Orders addressed to T. Fisk, will 
receive prompt attention. Editors friend- 
ly to the cause of truth, will be pleased to 
insert the above. 


NEW WORK. 

Proposals have been issued by Rev. Wal- 
ter Balfour of Charlestown, Mass. for pub- 
lishing by subscription, ** Letters on the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, the Intermediate 
State of the Dead, and a Future Retribu- 


|tion. addressed to Mr. Charles Hudson.”— 
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if the demerit of the following may not 


be deemed too great to forbid its inser- 
tion in the “Gospel Herald,” it is at the 
service of the Editor. 


There is a place of perfect bliss, 
To earthly beings given; 
That's fairer, purer, far than this; 

Where allis calm and even. 


“Tis far beyond the starry sphere, 
And that mild sky of light, 
Where sounds celestial greet the ear, 


And angels meet the sight. 


Yes! there’s a place cf endless rest, 
To us poor mortals given; 

‘Tis found upon our Saviour’s breast, 
Amid the dome of Heaven. 


For when our earthly journey’s o'er, 
And life has veased to play, 

The immortal spark will upward soar, 
To realms of endless day. 


For there the weary are at rest, 

And joy for sorrow given; 
With sin and pain no more opprest, 

We'll find there’s rest in Heaven. C. 
Se 





FREEMEN AWAKE! 


We see by our papers from the Eastern 
States, that it has been resolved on by some 
of the religious politicians, again to petition 
Congress for the abolition of the Sunday 
mails.—We think, that after having driven 
the people to arms, and roused thein to op- 


pose all ecclesiastical establishments, these 


pious politicians might be satisfied and let 
their domineering schemes rest in peace, 
But if they will not—if they will persist in 
striving to destroy the religious liberties of 
our country; to invade the rights of con- 
science of their fellow citizens, they must 


abide by the consequence; If they sow the 








wind, they must also reap the whirlwind. 
The conduct of these would-be-thought pi- 
ous christians and pharisaical politicians. js 
calculated to prejudice and disgust the 
minds of the people against every thing 
bearing the name of religion ; of christian. 
ity ; more than all the efforts of open and 
undisguised enemies put together.— Would 
the people but see that these political as. 
pirants cannot de followers of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, whose kingdom was not of 
this world, all would be well; but too ma- 
ny are apt to judge christianity by the con- 
duct of those who practise it. In such case 
also, there would be no danger of our lib- 
erties being invaded by their ambitious and 
despotic zeal; not for doing good, but for 
accumulating money and political power. 
—Marietta Pioneer. 


1S MAN MORE MERCIFUL THAN GOD: 
\ pious Methodist sister, after in vain 


endeavouring to convince a young lady of 


fifteen years, that Universalism is a ‘dam- 
nable heresy,’ said she would pray for her, 
that God would pluck her as a brand from 
the burning, and have merey on her poor 
soul, 

The young lady replied, “I thank you 
for your prayers; they evince a good dis- 
position; and lam fully confident that God 
is as good as you are, and as desirous for 
my salvation.”” The Methodist was si- 
lent. 

If some of our good brethren, who ex- 
press so much anxiety in behalf of ‘ perish- 
ing souls,’ would reflect that God is possi- 
bly as good as they are, and as merciful to 
his children, it might diminish their unea- 
siness. L. R. P.—Re/. Ing. 


RELIGISCUS NOTICES. 
Divine service will be performed at the 
Masonic Hall, Broadway, every Sunday 





morning, afternoon, and evening. 

There will be preaching at the School 
Room in Concord-street, Brooklyn, every 
Sunday afternoon. 
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rThe New-York Gospir HERALD AND 
Untversatist Review, is published every 
other Saturday. by A. C. THOMAS, No. 432 
Grand (near Division) street. 

T. FISK, EDITOR. 
Terms:—City subscribers, $1 25; subscribers 
who receive their papers by mail $! per annum. 
—payable, in all cases,in advance. [> Com- 
munications, &c. must be post-paid. 
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